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Here at the Office of the Education Registrar, 
or OER for short, we want to help you on 
that journey

Home education is educating your children at 
home, using a program or method that you 
have put together to meet the learning needs 
of your children. 

Home education approaches can be seen as 
an everchanging thread, ranging from very 
structured programs at one end, to very 
natural learning programs at the other, with 
varied combinations of both in between. 
Structured programs include whole curricula 
- for example, those of the Steiner approach, 
Christian world view, online programs, 
or Australian curriculum. Natural learning 
programs include, for example, those inspired 
by Charlotte Mason and John Holt, bush/
forest learning, or earthschooling. Families 
often start out in quite a structured way, 
mirroring school routines, with approaches 
evolving to meet the needs of your family 

learning. Eventually, home educating families 
settle on routines and resources that suit their 
families – this may include some bits of various 
programs put together to create a whole 
program, called an eclectic program which 
completely meets the learning needs of their 
children. Further adjustment occurs over time, 
with children’s needs changing with age and 
development. 

There are many different resources available 
due to the Internet and, more recently, the 
rise in online programs on offer. Sometimes 
it can be quite overwhelming to decide and 
Registration Officers (themselves past or 
current home educators) in the OER are 
ready to help you make some decisions. 
Or there are many in the home educating 
community who are willing to help through 
discussion. 

In Tasmania, home education is a legal 
option for your child’s education. There is 
no requirement to follow the Australian 

Welcome to home education! We hope you enjoy your journey in educating your children  
and find it a rewarding and exciting time together.

The registration of home education in Tasmania is managed by the Office of the Education Registrar.

Under the Education Act 2016, parents may exercise educational choice to register as home 
educators, thereby assuming responsibility for delivering education during their children’s 
compulsory years of schooling.

In Tasmania, a child who is at least 5 years of age as at 1 January in any year must be enrolled 
at school or provided with home education by a registered home educator for that year and 
subsequent years until the child is 18 or completes a Certificate III. Once a child completes 
the equivalent of year 10 that child may decide whether to continue with home education or 
undertake an approved learning program.

Introduction
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Curriculum or any particular curriculum. 
The OER asks you to plan a program that 
addresses 10 Standards. This document, 
Understanding the Standards, outlines the 
process of writing about your program and 
how it will meet the Standards. 

As part of the application process for home 
education, you will need to prepare a Home 
Education Summary and Program (HESP) 
to accompany your application form. This is 
your plan for your home education program 
and will show how it meets the Standards 
contained in the Education Regulations 2017. 
The Regulations are guidelines that provide 
more detail about the Education Act 2016 and 
show how a law is to be implemented step by 
step. Addressing these Standards will ensure 
your child receives a well-rounded education 
which caters to their needs. 
The purpose of this booklet is to:
•  help home educators to understand  

the Standards
•  clarify what the Office of the Education 

Registrar is looking for in your program. 
Each child needs their own HESP which 
addresses each Standard separately and 
should be written in your own words. 
There has been an increase in programs being 
offered to home educators, particularly online, 
which includes a fee-for-service to provide 
or edit documents for registration. Whilst it 
is perfectly acceptable for you to use these 
programs as part of your home education 
program, unfortunately, we are unable to 
accept the generic information provided in 
these documents in place of a HESP. It is your 
responsibility to devise and write about your 
program – your family is unique and your 
HESP should reflect that. 
The OER has created a template which you 
can use to write your HESP (found on the 
website). You are not required to use it, but 
you may find it helpful in organising your 
thoughts, so as to address each Standard. 

We understand if you are home educating 
more than one child, that the ways you 
address some of the Standards will be the 
same, for example, Pedagogy may well be the 
same in the way you organise your routine 
and the children may study some topics and 
materials together. However, each child is 
unique, has differing needs and will respond to 
the program in their own way, and this should 
be reflected in their HESP. 

For renewing registrations, we ask you 
to provide a Summary of the past year’s 
activities, and what learning has been 
achieved, as well as a Plan for the coming 
year for each Standard. For the Standards of 
Literacy, Numeracy, Range of Learning Areas 
and Wellbeing, we also ask you to provide 
an Evaluation of how the program met your 
child’s needs specific to that Standard and how 
that informs your plan for the next year.  
This is different to the Evaluation Standard, 
where we ask you to show how you have 
recorded, assessed and evaluated your overall 
program and home education as a choice,  
and how this informs your program for the 
coming year. 

Please note, for the purposes of HESP 
writing: 

•  Summary means what has happened 
over the past year – this can include 
activities, workbooks worked in and/or 
completed, achievements, books that have 
been read, etc. 

•  Plan means what you hope to provide for 
your child’s learning over the next year. 
While we ask for future plans, the OER 
understands that life events can change 
those plans, or the chosen resources may 
not be found to be suitable, necessitating 
a revision to the program. This 
information should be included in your 
summary for the next HESP. 

•  Year means the registration year, not the 
calendar year. 
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The explanation for each Standard follows a 
similar format and addresses:
•  What does the Standard say (for each 

Standard) and what does this mean?
•  What kind of information do I need to 

provide in my HESP?
•  What kind of information do I need to 

provide at my registration visit?
•  What kind of information is included in 

the registration report?
•  How is the overall assessment of the 

Standard determined?
The Office of the Education Registrar 
understands that every family, child, and 
program is unique. 
The Registration Officer decides the overall 
assessment for the standard based on: 
• the information in your HESP, and 
•  the discussion shared and evidence shown 

at the registration visit. 
To ensure consistency and fairness, 
Registration Officers use a guide to decide on 
the overall assessment of the Standard. 

There are three possible outcomes: 
 Meeting Standard  

 Working Towards Standard 

 Not Meeting Standard

It is important to note that:

•  Registration Officers do not make 
judgements about your, or your 
child’s, physical or intellectual abilities. 
Registration Officers assess the capacity of 
your home education program to identify 
and cater for each child’s learning needs. 

•  Receiving a Working Towards Standard or 
Not Meeting Standard does not mean that 
your registration will not be approved. 
If a Standard is determined as Working 
Towards Standard or Not Meeting Standard, 
the Registration Officer will work with 
you to support the development of your 
program to meet the needs of your child. 
Your Registration Officer may suggest a 
follow up visit or support phone call to 
discuss your program further and to offer 
more support. 
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An approved home education program is to provide for the relevant 
child to be provided with a rich educational program that meets their 
individual needs.

SCHEDULE 1 – STANDARDS FOR APPROVED HOME EDUCATION PROGRAMS

EDUCATION REGULATIONS 2017

Diverse Learning Needs

1. What does this mean?

This Standard is about any needs that your 
child may have which influence your decisions 
about your home education program. 
Diverse learning needs may include physical 
disabilities; learning disabilities; medical 
conditions; giftedness; behavioural conditions; 
psychological conditions; trauma and grief. 

If your child does not have any diverse 
learning needs, you do not have to write 
under this Standard.

2. What kind of information do I 
need to provide in my HESP? 

Your HESP should include:

•  a description of your child’s needs and 
how these needs affect their learning. For 
example, if your child has dyslexia, reading 
and writing may be challenging and cause 
them to tire quickly.

•  a description of the things you are doing 
to support your child. For example, 
you might provide lots of breaks during 
the day, use a set routine, work slowly 
through resources, work with your 
child one on one, follow a specific diet, 
use assistive technology, or use specific 
programs and resources. 
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•  a description of any specialist support 
you are accessing for your child. Examples 
include medical professionals, allied 
health therapists, and support workers. 
It is useful to include the purpose and 
frequency of sessions if they have begun. 

A diagnosis is not needed for home 
education registration. If your child has 
received a diagnosis or has had assessments 
that are relevant to their education, you may 
wish to: 
•  include those reports when you send your 

HESP and application
•  show these to your Registration Officer  

at the visit.

3. What kind of information do I need 
to provide at my registration visit?

During the visit, your Registration Officer will 
discuss the information you have provided in 
your HESP. You might talk about:

•  the progress your child has made or 
the challenges they have had with their 
learning

• NDIS plans
•  referrals to therapists, recommendations 

from specialist reports, and outcomes of 
specialist appointments.

You might like to: 

•  discuss specific areas or skills you have 
been focusing on

•  explain and/or show the use of resources/
tools that you have been using to support 
your child’s needs.

The Registration Officer can view medical 
letters and reports (i.e., assessments, 
medical reports, specialist notes, etc.) at the 
visit. You do not have to supply supporting 
documentation unless your child’s learning 
needs influence their education program. The 
Registrar will ask that you supply supporting 
documents if needed. 

4. What kind of information is 
included in the registration report?

Through the registration report, the 
Registration Officer:

•  confirms or updates the information you 
have provided in your HESP, informing the 
Registrar about what was discussed and 
viewed at the visit

•  writes about any new information, 
updated diagnoses, recent and/or 
upcoming appointments, resources, 
strategies, support services and/or any 
progress or changes relating to your child’s 
diverse learning needs that you have not 
already described in your HESP

•  writes about suggestions or 
recommendations concerning the 
development of your program, that were 
discussed at the visit.

5. How is the overall assessment 
of the Standard determined?

The Office of the Education Registrar 
understands that every family, child, and 
program is unique. 

The Registration Officer decides the overall 
assessment for the standard based on: 

• the information in your HESP, and 
•  the discussion shared and evidence shown 

at the registration visit. 
To ensure consistency and fairness, 
Registration Officers use the following guide 
to decide on the overall assessment of the 
Standard. There are three possible outcomes: 
Meeting Standard, Not Meeting Standard, and 
Working Towards Standard. 

Meeting Standard

•  The home educator has identified that the 
child has diverse learning needs and shows 
an understanding of how these needs 
impact on the child’s education. 
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•  The home education program supports 
the child’s learning through the program 
design and delivery, including the home 
educator accessing or seeing specialist 
support where relevant. 

Working Towards Standard

•  The home educator has identified that 
the child has diverse learning needs but 
has not yet fully understood the impact of 
these needs or organised suitable support 
for the child.

•  Specific methods, resources and/or 
specialist support may still be developing.

Not Meeting Standard

•  It is clear through discussion and/or 
observation that the child has diverse 
learning needs that impact on their 
education, but the home educator has not 
acknowledged these needs and/or tried to 
seek support in the program. 

•  There may be a lack of interest or refusal 
by the home educator to seek advice.

6. Assessment not Judgement

It is important to note that:

•  Registration Officers do not make 
judgements about your child’s physical or 
intellectual abilities or their learning needs. 
Registration Officers assess the capacity of 
your home education program to identify 
and cater for these learning needs. 

•  Receiving a Working Towards Standard 
or Not Meeting Standard does not 
mean that your registration will not be 
approved. In the case of Working Towards 
Standard or Not Meeting Standard, the 
Registration Officer will work with you 
to support the development of your 
program to meet the needs of your child. 
Your Registration Officer may suggest a 
follow up visit or support phone call to 
discuss your program further and to offer 
extra support. In some circumstances, 
the Registrar may request a further 
registration visit by another Registration 
Officer. 
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The approved home education program is to demonstrate that:

• the education to be provided has been well researched; and

•  the aspects of the areas of education to be provided are thoroughly 
understood by the person providing the program.

SCHEDULE 1 – STANDARDS FOR APPROVED HOME EDUCATION PROGRAMS

EDUCATION REGULATIONS 2017

Research

1. What does this mean?

As the home educator, you are responsible  
for planning, delivering, and evaluating your 
child’s learning program. The Research 
Standard is about how you have prepared 
yourself to do this. 

Research informs the development and 
delivery of your program across all other 
Standards. Your research may be general 
and apply to home education methods or 
the program overall, or your research might 
be quite specific in response to an identified 
need your child has (e.g., a targeted phonics 
program, record keeping tools, specific 
curricula, etc.). For families with a teenage 
child, research might include areas of career 
development, higher education options, and 
particular courses in their child’s areas of 
interest. 

2. What kind of information do I 
need to provide in my HESP?

Your HESP should include:

•  a description of your understanding of 
home education including how and where 
you have learned about home education 
(for example, chatting with other home 
educators, home education blogs, the 
OER website, etc.)

•  a description of your understanding of 
the methods you have chosen and which 
subjects were/will be taught, along with 
how you will address these (for example, 
will you use a structured curriculum, 
eclectic, or natural learning approach?) 

•  a description of the resources you plan to 
use that suit your child’s learning needs, 
how and where you found these, and why 
you chose your particular program and/
or resources, e.g. your child may have 
particular needs, such as finding resources 
for dyslexia, or a career pathway.
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For renewing registrations, you should 
include a description of how your program 
is evolving and remains relevant, including 
information about ongoing research into home 
education approaches (where undertaken), 
and/or current research into specific curricula 
or resources.

3. What kind of information do I need 
to provide at my registration visit?

During the visit the Registration Officer 
may discuss with you how your research 
has influenced your program, your choice of 
home education approach, the resources you 
have chosen to use and how you use them. 
You may discuss the details of your favourite 
resources such as books, online programs, 
or apps. Your Registration Officer is able 
to provide suggestions about alternative 
resources if you ask. 

Your Registration Officer may ask you specific 
questions about research to assess whether 
you are showing understanding of the 
program and its development and/or whether 
it meets your child’s needs. 

4. What kind of information is 
included in the registration report?

Through the registration report, the 
Registration Officer:

•  confirms or updates the information you 
have provided in your HESP, informing the 
Registrar about what was discussed and 
sighted at the visit 

•  writes about any new information such 
as further research you have undertaken 
and if/how that research will affect your 
program (for example, conversations 
with other home educators, attending an 
OER/THEAC or Home Educator forum, 
reading information on the OER website 
or Facebook page, etc.) 

•  writes about suggestions or 
recommendations concerning the 
development of your program, that were 
discussed at the visit.

5. How is the overall assessment 
of the Standard determined?

The Office of the Education Registrar 
understands that every family, child, and 
program is unique. 

The Registration Officer decides the overall 
assessment for the standard based on: 

• the information in your HESP, and 

•  the discussion shared and evidence shown 
at the registration visit. 

To ensure consistency and fairness, 
Registration Officers use the following guide 
to decide on the overall assessment of the 
Standard. There are three possible outcomes: 
Meeting Standard, Not Meeting Standard, and 
Working Towards Standard. 

Meeting Standard

•  The home educator has researched, 
found, and is delivering a suitable 
education program to meet the child’s 
needs.

•  The program is evolving to suit the needs, 
strengths, interests of the child, as they 
age and progress in their learning. 

Working Towards Standard

•  Research is limited and/or the home 
educator displays a lack of understanding 
of how to go about home educating. 

•  Research lacks direction or relevance to 
the child’s needs, and this is affecting the 
program (although the home educator is 
willing to learn and search other sources 
of information in discussion with the 
Registration Officer).
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Not Meeting Standard

•  It is clear through discussion and/or 
observation that the home educator 
has not done any research and does not 
understand what or how they will be 
teaching their child.

•  There may be a lack of interest or refusal 
to seek or receive advice.

6. Assessment not Judgement

It is important to note that:

•  Registration Officers do not make 
judgements about your ability to 
undertake a home education program 
or your child’s abilities in learning. 
Registration Officers assess the capacity 
of your home education program to meet 
the Standards for registration and the 
learning needs of your child. 

•  Receiving a Working Towards Standard 
or Not Meeting Standard does not 
mean that your registration will not be 
approved. In the case of Working Towards 
Standard or Not Meeting Standard, the 
Registration Officer will work with you 
to support the development of your 
program to meet the needs of your child. 
Your Registration Officer may suggest a 
follow up visit or support phone call to 
discuss your program further and to offer 
extra support. In some circumstances, 
the Registrar may request a further 
registration visit by another Registration 
Officer. 
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An approved home education program is to specify:

•  the learning methodologies that will be used to meet the aims of the 
program; and

•  how those learning methodologies will be delivered  
to the relevant child.

SCHEDULE 1 – STANDARDS FOR APPROVED HOME EDUCATION PROGRAMS

EDUCATION REGULATIONS 2017

Pedagogy

1. What does this mean?

This Standard is about how you educate your 
child. It is about the methods and resources you 
use, and any particular approaches, theories or 
philosophies which underlie your methods.

2. What kind of information do I 
need to provide in my HESP? 

There is no right or wrong way to home 
educate. You are able to organise your 
program to suit the needs of your child and 
your family. 

There is no requirement to use the Australian 
Curriculum or any other set curriculum.

Your HESP should include:

•  a description of why you are home 
educating and your aims for your program. 
This helps us understand why you have 
chosen certain methods and resources 
and how your program will suit your child. 
A HESP needs to be individualised and 

should include advice about your child’s 
learning needs, style, interests, strengths, 
and challenges.

•  a description of what style of home 
education you will use, e.g., curriculum 
based (e.g. Steiner, Charlotte Mason, 
Classical, Christian, or Australian 
curriculum); unschooling or natural 
learning; or a combination of styles (i.e., 
eclectic). We understand that there are 
many approaches to home education, 
and it is common for families to combine 
elements of different methods to develop 
their own style. It is also useful to tell us 
about the main subject areas/topics you 
plan to include in your program 
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•  a description of how your program will 
be delivered and how this applies to your 
child. You might tell us about your daily 
or weekly routine or seasonal rhythm if 
you follow one. You may be educating 
at home or on the road. You can write 
about your methods of delivery (e.g., 
direct teaching, strewing, independent 
research, family group work, one on one 
support, etc.), and resources you plan 
to use (e.g., textbooks, online programs, 
etc.). 

If your child has a part time enrolment at 
school, you should write about it in this 
Standard.

For renewing registrations, your HESP 
should include a summary and evaluation 
of the above areas since your last HESP. 
This should include information about any 
strengths and challenges of your methods 
over the past year and how your program has 
developed to address these.

3. What kind of information do I need 
to provide at my registration visit?

During the visit, your Registration Officer will 
discuss the information you have provided in 
your HESP. You might talk about: 

•  how you structure your routine (if you 
have one) to suit your child and your 
family and how extra classes/activities,  
etc. fit in to this

•  successes and challenges you have had 
with resources and methods over the past 
registration year

•  adjustments you have made to your 
pedagogy over the past registration year 
or intend to make in the coming year

•  the details of a part time enrolment at 
school if relevant. If you have not supplied 
documentation (In-Principle Approval 
from the school Principal) to the OER, 
you may supply a copy of this to your 
Registration Officer at the visit or forward 
this to the OER as soon as possible.

4. What kind of information is 
included in the registration report?

Through the registration report, the 
Registration Officer:

•  confirms or updates the information you 
have provided in your HESP, informing the 
Registrar about what was discussed and 
sighted at the visit

•  writes about any new information, or 
any progress or changes relating to your 
program delivery that are not already 
described in your HESP

•  writes about suggestions or 
recommendations concerning the 
development of your program, that were 
discussed at the visit.

5. How is the overall assessment 
of the Standard determined?

The Office of the Education Registrar 
understands that every family, child, and 
program is unique. 

The Registration Officer decides the overall 
assessment for the standard based on: 
• the information in your HESP, and 
•  the discussion shared and evidence shown 

at the registration visit. 
To ensure consistency and fairness, 
Registration Officers use a guide to decide 
on the overall assessment of the Standard. 
There are three possible outcomes: Meeting 
Standard, Not Meeting Standard, and Working 
Towards Standard. 
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Meeting Standard

•  A suitable and relevant home education 
program is being delivered and the child is 
engaging with the program.

Working Towards Standard

•  The style and/or methods are still being 
established.

•  The program lacks direction or relevance 
to the child.

•  The child is not engaging with the 
program.

Not Meeting Standard

•  There is no evidence that the home 
educator is trying to deliver a home 
education program. There is a lack of 
interest and/or capacity to deliver a 
program.

6. Assessment not Judgement

It is important to note that:

•  Registration Officers do not make 
judgements about your chosen style and 
methods of home education. Registration 
Officers assess the capacity of your home 
education program to address your overall 
aims and meet the needs of your child.

•  Receiving a Working Towards Standard 
or Not Meeting Standard does not 
mean that your registration will not be 
approved. In the case of Working Towards 
Standard or Not Meeting Standard, the 
Registration Officer will work with you 
to support the development of your 
program to meet the needs of your child. 
Your Registration Officer may suggest a 
follow up visit or support phone call to 
discuss your program further and to offer 
extra support. In some circumstances, 
the Registrar may request a further 
registration visit by another Registration 
Officer. 
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An approved home education program is to ensure that  
the relevant child: 

• will experience environments that are rich in literacy; and 

•  will participate in activities that will develop the relevant child’s 
speech, reading, writing and communication.

SCHEDULE 1 – STANDARDS FOR APPROVED HOME EDUCATION PROGRAMS 

EDUCATION REGULATIONS 2017

Literacy

1. What does this mean? 
An environment rich in literacy includes 
all aspects of reading, writing, speech and 
communication, spelling, listening, and creating 
with words. This Standard asks you to show 
how you intend to use literacy as a tool 
for learning and a means of expression and 
communication. What opportunities and 
resources will you use to support your child’s 
development in literacy?

2. What kind of information do I 
need to provide in my HESP?

Your HESP should include enough information 
for your Registration Officer to understand 
your program. 

New applications

Your HESP should provide information under 
the Plan heading showing your aims for your 
child in learning literacy skills. Your HESP 
should tell us about your child’s strengths and 
challenges, and specific details of resources, 
activities and methods that will be used (titles 
and grade levels of the resources you will be 
using should also be included). 

Renewing applications

Your HESP should provide a Summary 
or reflection of the last year’s learning and 
achievement, an Evaluation of your child’s 
progress, and a Plan for the coming year, 
showing how your evaluation has informed the 
future program. 
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Include titles and levels of books, texts, 
workbooks (whether completed or not) 
where applicable.

You can talk about things like:

•  how the methods and resources you have 
used have suited your child’s needs 

•  strengths and/or challenges your child has 
experienced over the past year

•  any changes that you may have made (and 
why)

•  your observations of their progress and 
development. 

Examples of what you can write about in this 
Standard include:

Reading:

•  learning to read (phonics or other 
method, online programs and games, or 
readers)

•  child’s preferred reading material (fiction, 
non-fiction, books, online) 

•  reading for comprehension and/or other 
purpose

•  learning about literature (e.g., classical, 
popular, fantasy, science fiction, historical 
fiction, etc)

• reading aloud:

 o  parents to child (even for 
independent readers) may provide 
exposure to new vocabulary, help 
with listening skills, and may raise 
topics for discussion and/or further 
research

 o  family activity with opportunity for 
discussion

 o  child to parents can provide practice 
for developing skills and identification  
of issues 

• opportunistic reading 

•  emails, texting, gaming, use of computer 
programs, research skills, coding, online 
programs.

Writing:

•  letter formation and handwriting (for 
beginner writers – fine motor skill 
activities, letter recognition, lower- and 
upper-case alphabet; for older children 
handwriting may focus on legibility, 
neatness, calligraphy, etc)

•  grammar and punctuation, spelling and 
vocabulary

•  composing texts and creating with words 
including creative writing, essays, reports, 
the various genres (persuasive, narrative, 
descriptive, explanatory, poetry, scripts, 
letters), notetaking, note booking, journal, 
projects

•  writing connected to learning in other 
areas such as Science, Social Studies, the 
Arts, History, etc. 

•  writing for purpose / practical reasons for 
writing 

• type written work and touch typing.
Speech and Communication:
•  memorisation, recitation, and oral narration
• discussions 
•  listening to books being read aloud or 

audio books
• debates
•  public speaking and performance (church, 

youth group, home education groups 
show and tell, concerts).

Viewing:

•  understanding visual elements (graphs, 
tables, map s, images, movies)

•  viewing opportunities – movies, plays/
musicals, documentaries, You Tube videos, 
Scootle.
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There is no requirement to follow the 
Australian Curriculum or any other 
curriculum.

3. What kind of information do I need 
to provide at my registration visit?

During the visit, your Registration Officer will:

•  discuss the information you have provided 
in your HESP

•  view evidence of your child’s engagement 
in literacy. 

Your Registration Officer will be interested in 
seeing things like:

•  samples of written work, completed work 
in workbooks, books your child has read 
and is currently reading, any work done 
on the computer, and/or records of online 
literacy programs

•  photos showing literacy activities such as 
word building and whiteboard activities, 
word games, going to the movies or plays, 
reading environmental print, letters to 
family or friends 

•  records of reading, viewing, discussions 
either through a log, search history or 
library receipts

•  you may like to display videos of your child 
reading, acting a part, reciting poetry. 

Your Registration Officer may also build the 
big picture of the program by:

•  asking your child about what they are 
reading (fiction and/or non-fiction). If your 
child does not like to read, explore other 
opportunities where reading is needed, 
such as workbooks, research, games, 
instructions, etc. The Registration Officer 
may ask about your child’s interests and 
discuss when/how/if reading is a part of 
this, such as magazines or fact books. 

•  asking about other instances of literacy 
being applied over all the program, such 
as notetaking, research, and project work 
under Range of Learning Areas

•  encouraging verbal communication with 
your child at a visit. Even if your child 
is reluctant or shy, once they become 
comfortable around the Registration 
Officer, they may want to share something 
of interest from their program

•  asking about handwriting activities – how 
this is happening, how it is used and if your 
child uses typed communication

•  discussing with you whether the resources 
being used are effective and your child is 
enjoying them. Your Registration Officer 
may note that little progress has occurred 
in some workbooks or programs and, 
through discussion, suggest alternative 
resources which may be more suitable. 

NOTE: This information is intended 
as a guide only and you do not have to 
include everything noted here. Every 
home education program is unique. 
What Registration Officers look for in 
the HESP and at the visit can vary from 
one program to the next, depending on 
the Pedagogy for that program and the 
specific needs of the child. 
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4. What kind of information is 
included in the registration report?

Through the registration report, the 
Registration Officer:

•  confirms the information you have 
provided in your HESP, informing the 
Registrar about what was discussed and 
sighted at the visit 

•  writes about any new information, or any 
progress or changes to your program that 
are not already described in your HESP

•  writes about suggestions or 
recommendations concerning the 
development of your program, that were 
discussed at the visit.

5. How is the overall assessment 
of the Standard determined?

The Office of the Education Registrar 
understands that every family, child, and 
program is unique. 

The Registration Officer decides the overall 
assessment for the standard based on: 

• the information in your HESP, and 
•  the discussion shared and evidence shown 

at the registration visit. 
If there is not enough evidence available for 
the Registration Officer to view, you may be 
asked to supply more evidence after the visit. 
This is to help the Registration Officer decide 
on the overall assessment of the program. 
To ensure consistency and fairness, 
Registration Officers use the following guide 
to decide on the overall assessment of the 
Standard. There are three possible outcomes: 
Meeting Standard, Not Meeting Standard, and 
Working Towards Standard. 
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Meeting Standard

•  The home educator can show that they 
are providing a rich environment in 
literacy which covers reading, writing, 
viewing, communication and listening.

•  The program suits the learning needs 
of the child and progress in developing 
literacy skills can be seen. 

•  There is enough evidence presented for 
the Registration Officer to recommend 
registration approval.

Working Towards Standard

•  A program is being provided in some of 
these literacy areas but not all. 

•  An attempted approach has been 
unsuccessful, and nothing more has been 
planned. 

•  The program is inappropriate for the 
child’s age and/or ability. The learning 
opportunities may lack direction and 
relevance. 

•  The home educator is not checking the 
program and/or the child’s progress. 

•  There is not enough evidence available for 
the Registration Officer to recommend 
registration approval. 

Not Meeting Standard

•  There is no evidence that a program 
is being delivered to address reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening.

•  There is a lack of interest and/or capacity 
to deliver a program. 

•  The child’s learning is not progressing, and 
the program is inappropriate for their age 
and ability. 

•  There is no sign that new materials 
are being trialled, or research is being 
undertaken to develop the program, or 
that the home educator is seeking help to 
address their child’s needs. 

6. Assessment not Judgement

It is important to note that:

•  Registration Officers do not make 
judgements about your child’s abilities – 
they assess the capacity of your home 
education program to identify and cater 
for their learning needs.

•  Registration Officers are not educational 
consultants. The responsibility for the 
design of the program lies with you as the 
home educator.

•  Receiving a Working Towards Standard or 
Not Meeting Standard does not mean that 
your registration will not be approved. 
In the case of Working Towards Standard 
or Not Meeting Standard, the Registration 
Officer will work with you to support the 
development of your program to meet 
the needs of your child. Your Registration 
Officer may suggest a follow up visit 
or support phone call in three to six 
months to discuss your program further 
and to offer extra support. In some 
circumstances, the Registrar may request 
a further visit by another Registration 
Officer. 
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An approved home education program is to ensure that  
the relevant child: 

•  will experience environments that are rich in numeracy; and 

• will learn and practise mathematical concepts.
SCHEDULE 1 – STANDARDS FOR APPROVED HOME EDUCATION PROGRAMS

EDUCATION REGULATIONS 2017

Numeracy

1. What does this mean?

Numeracy is all about mathematics. It is about 
developing the ability to reason and work 
with numbers and to use and understand 
mathematical concepts including:

•  number and algebra (place value, 
fractions, decimals, money)

•  operations (addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, and division) 

•  measurement and geometry (units of 
measurement, shape, spatial reasoning, 
location) 

•  probability and statistics (chance and data).
Opportunities to experience, learn and 
practise numeracy are wide ranging. The 
methods you choose for your program will 
depend on the age of your child and your 
chosen pedagogy. 

2. What kind of information do I 
need to provide in my HESP? 

Your HESP should include enough information 
for your Registration Officer to understand 
your program. 

New applications

Your HESP should provide information under  
the Plan heading showing your aims for your 
child in learning numeracy concepts and skills.  
Your HESP should tell us about your child’s 
strengths and challenges, and specific details of 
resources, activities and methods that will be 
used (titles and grade levels of the resources 
you will be using should also be included).

Renewing applications

Your HESP should provide a Summary 
or reflection of the last year’s learning and 
achievement, an Evaluation of your child’s 
progress, and a Plan for the coming year, 
showing how your evaluation has informed the 
future program. 
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Include the titles and levels of workbooks and 
online programs (whether completed or not) 
where applicable.

You can talk about things like:

•  how the methods and resources you have 
used have suited your child’s needs 

•  strengths and/or challenges your child has 
experienced over the past year, 

•  any changes that you may have made 
(and why)

•  your observations of their progress and 
development. 

Examples of what you can write about in this 
Standard include: 

•  details of workbooks/textbooks, online 
programs, printable worksheets, self-made 
activities, direct instruction, or apps on a 
digital device

•  examples of opportunities for practical 
and natural learning such as cooking, 
gardening, art and craft, building projects, 
running a market stall or online store, 
budgeting, grocery shopping, Lego, 
learning through play (e.g., playing shops), 
STEM projects and programs which 
include mathematical concepts

•  board and card games – these are 
useful to learn and practise concepts of 
number but are also helpful in developing 
an understanding of concepts such as 
strategy, competition, cooperation and 
taking turns

•  simulation and construction video games 
which can supply opportunities to learn 
and practise mathematical concepts 
such as spatial awareness, coordinates, 
volume, constructing and manipulating 
three dimensional shapes, managing 
inventory and finances, calculating points, 
and introducing concepts such as income, 
expenditure, profit and loss, and taxation

•  opportunities to learn about budgeting 
and investing

•  activities such as computer coding, 
technical drawing, and computer-aided 
design.

There is no requirement to follow the 
Australian Curriculum or any other 
curriculum.

3. What kind of information do I need 
to provide at my registration visit?

During the visit, your Registration Officer will: 

•  discuss the information you have provided 
in your HESP

•  view evidence of your child’s engagement 
in numeracy.

Your Registration Officer will be interested in 
seeing things like: 

•  examples of written work and/or 
workbooks

•  dashboard records, certificates and/or 
reports from online programs 

•  photographs/screenshots/videos showing 
numeracy activities

• practical projects 

•  demonstration of practical skills involving 
numeracy

•  records of engagement in numeracy 
activities (for example, journal/diary 
entries).

Your Registration Officer may also build the 
big picture of the program by:

•  asking about instances of numeracy being 
applied in other areas of the program  
(for example, applying mathematical 
calculations in science) 
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•  discussing with you whether the resources 
being used are effective and your child is 
enjoying them. Your Registration Officer 
may note that little progress has occurred 
in some workbooks or programs and, 
through discussion, suggest alternative 
resources which may be more suitable. 

•  chatting with you about other 
opportunities for numeracy learning which 
your child may be engaged in which are not 
included in your HESP. Your Registration 
Officer may encourage you to consider 
documenting your child’s engagement and 
progress in these activities as part of your 
home education program. 

4. What kind of information is 
included in the registration report?

Through the registration report, the 
Registration Officer:

•  confirms or updates the information you 
have provided in your HESP, informing the 
Registrar about what was discussed and 
sighted at the visit 

•  writes about any new information, or any 
progress or changes to your program that 
are not already described in your HESP

•  writes about suggestions or 
recommendations concerning the 
development of your program, that were 
discussed at the visit.

The Registration Officer may include details of:

•  where your child is up to in their books or 
online programs and the concepts studied

•  advice from you about the program or 
your child’s progress/challenges

•  details of any specific areas you are 
focusing on or aims for the coming year in 
numeracy. 

NOTE: This information is intended 
as a guide only and you do not have to 
include everything noted here. Every 
home education program is unique. 
What Registration Officers look for in 
the HESP and at the visit can vary from 
one program to the next, depending on 
the Pedagogy for that program and the 
specific needs of the child. 
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5. How is the overall assessment 
of the Standard determined?

The Office of the Education Registrar 
understands that every family, child, and 
program is unique. 

The Registration Officer decides the overall 
assessment for the standard based on: 
• the information in your HESP, and 
•  the discussion shared and evidence shown 

at the registration visit. 
If there is not enough evidence available for 
the Registration Officer to view, you may be 
asked to supply more evidence after the visit. 
This is to help the Registration Officer decide 
on the overall assessment of the program. 

To ensure consistency and fairness, 
Registration Officers use the following guide 
to decide on the overall assessment of the 
Standard. There are three possible outcomes: 
Meeting Standard, Not Meeting Standard, and 
Working Towards Standard. 

Meeting Standard

•  The resources and activities are relevant 
to the needs of the child and the aims of 
the program. 

•  The child is engaging with the program 
and progress is checked. 

•  There is enough evidence presented for 
the Registration Officer to recommend 
registration approval.

Working Towards Standard

•  The style and/or methods are still being  
set up.

•  The program lacks direction or relevance  
to the child’s needs.

•  The child is not engaging with the 
program.

•  The home educator is not checking the 
program and/or the child’s progress.

•  There is not enough evidence presented 
for the Registration Officer to 
recommend registration approval.

Not Meeting Standard

•  There is no evidence that the home 
educator is trying to deliver a program 
to address the learning and practise of 
mathematical concepts and skills.

•  The home educator shows a lack of 
interest and/or capacity to deliver a 
program.

•  The home educator is not trying to 
provide opportunities for the child to 
engage in numeracy or to undertake 
research to develop the program. 

6. Assessment not Judgement

It is important to note that:

•  Registration Officers do not make 
judgements about your child’s abilities, 
they assess the capacity of your home 
education program to identify and cater 
for their learning needs.

•  Registration Officers are not educational 
consultants. The responsibility for the 
design of the program lies with you as the 
home educator.

•  Receiving a Working Towards Standard or 
Not Meeting Standard does not mean that 
your registration will not be approved. 
In the case of Working Towards Standard 
or Not Meeting Standard, the Registration 
Officer will work with you to support the 
development of your program to meet 
the needs of your child. Your Registration 
Officer may suggest a follow up visit 
or support phone call to discuss your 
program further and to offer support. 
In some circumstances, the Registrar 
may request a further visit by another 
Registration Officer. 
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An approved home education program is to –

(a)  ensure that the relevant child engages in a broad range of 
educational areas suitable to his or her educational needs: and

(b)  identify all the educational areas to be provided to the relevant child.
SCHEDULE 1 – STANDARDS FOR APPROVED HOME EDUCATION PROGRAMS

EDUCATION REGULATIONS 2017

 

Range of Learning Areas

1. What does this mean?

The Range of Learning Areas Standard is 
about the learning and activities that you 
will provide for your child aside from literacy 
and numeracy. This Standard allows the 
flexibility for you to provide your child with 
opportunities to explore and develop their 
interests, passions, curiosity, and talents.

Depending on the age of your child and the 
style of your program, your program may 
include some, or all educational areas (such 
as history, science, geography, technologies, 
the arts, languages, citizenship, economics and 
business, technologies, etc.). Although there 
is no need to include all educational areas, in 
the primary years, it is advisable to include 
a broad range to provide a well-rounded 
education for your child. Later, in the high 
school years, as your child develops their 
own interests, these areas may become more 
defined and focussed.

Some children display interests from an early 
age and the learning in this Standard can be 
focused to extend those interests. Often 
literacy and numeracy skills can also be 
integrated into these areas of interest and may 
be an effective method of engaging your child 
in these activities. For example, a child who 
doesn’t like writing may be more interested 
learning and developing that skill through 
documenting information about their interests. 
Similarly, a child can develop their reading and 
research skills through exploring their interests 
and finding information they need to learn 
about a particular topic. Another example is 
learning to draw through observation of the 
outdoors during bushwalks or visits to the 
beach. 

Some children prefer to learn using 
workbooks. This can be an effective way of 
helping them learn about the world around 
them in areas such as science, history, 
government, geography, and the natural 
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environment. Languages can be included and 
are often learnt through online programs or 
apps on a digital device. 

Some children prefer to learn through 
practical experience and hands-on 
activities. Your child can be provided with 
opportunities to learn through discussions, 
watching documentaries, going on excursions, 
conducting science experiments, attending 
and/or taking part in performances and 
sports, gardening, construction, handcrafts, 
cooking and learning through play. They may 
grow produce or raise animals, learn about 
breeding, learn an instrument and/or take part 
in an orchestra or choir.
This Standard can also include activities and 
classes that are undertaken outside the home 
such as music or art tuition, involvement in 
sports and clubs, Scouts/Guides/Boys or Girls 
Brigade, and part time enrolment at school. 

2. What kind of information do I 
need to provide in my HESP? 

Your HESP should include enough information 
for your Registration Officer to understand 
your program. A strong HESP is an 
individualised HESP which tells us about how 
your program has/will suit your child’s needs.

New applications

Your HESP should provide information under 
the Plan heading describing your aims for your 
child to experience a range of learning areas 
for the coming year. Your HESP should tell us 
your child’s strengths and challenges, the areas 
of education you intend to include in your 
program, and specific details of resources, 
activities and methods that will be used (titles 
and grade levels of the resources you will be 
using should also be included).

Renewing applications

Your HESP should provide a Summary 
or reflection of the last year’s learning and 
achievement, an Evaluation of your child’s 
engagement with the program and progress 
since your last HESP, and a Plan for the 
coming year. 

You can talk about things like:

•  a description of the learning experiences 
your child has engaged in since your last 
HESP

•  details of the subjects and/or areas of 
interest that your child has explored and 
what resources and activities have been 
used to achieve this 

•  for curriculum-based programs, a 
description of the subject areas that you 
have included in your program since your 
last HESP, including the names (and levels 
if relevant) of the resources you have used

•  for other approaches (e.g., practical, 
unschooling, natural learning, etc.), a 
description of your child’s areas of interest 
and how these have been explored, 
nurtured, and extended over the year

•  how the program has suited your  
child’s needs 

•  strengths and/or challenges your child has 
experienced over the past year 

•  any changes that you may have made  
(and why)

•  your observations of your child’s progress  
and development. 

There is no requirement to use the Australian 
Curriculum or any other set curriculum.
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3. What kind of information do I need 
to provide at my registration visit?

During the visit, your Registration Officer will:

•  discuss the information you have provided 
in your HESP

•  view evidence of your child’s engagement 
over the past year in the various learning 
areas you have listed and anything else not 
listed in your HESP.

Your Registration Officer will be interested in 
seeing things like:

• written work and/or workbooks
•  dashboard records, certificates and/or 

reports from online programs
• photographs, screenshots, and videos
•  journal entries, viewing logs, research logs 

and discussion logs
•  practical projects, performances, and 

demonstration of practical skills
•  tickets/brochures/programmes/other 

information from excursions and outings 
•  other items or projects such as your 

child’s garden outside, or handmade 
models or Lego in their bedrooms. 
Please ensure that you accompany the 
Registration Officer with your child to 
other areas in the house or outdoors. 

Your Registration Officer may also build the 
big picture of the program by:

•  discussing with you whether the resources 
being used are effective and your child is 
enjoying them

•  chatting with you about other 
opportunities your child may be engaged 
in that are not included in your HESP. 
Your Registration Officer may encourage 
you to consider documenting your 
child’s engagement and progress in these 
activities as part of your home education 
program. 

4. What kind of information is 
included in the registration report?

Through the registration report, the 
Registration Officer:

•  confirms or updates the information you 
have provided in your HESP, informing the 
Registrar about what was discussed and 
sighted at the visit

•  writes about any new information, or any 
progress or changes to your program that 
are not already described in your HESP

•  writes about suggestions or 
recommendations concerning the 
development of your program, that were 
discussed at the visit.

5. How is the overall assessment 
of the Standard determined?

The Office of the Education Registrar 
understands that every family, child, and 
program is unique.

The Registration Officer decides the overall 
assessment for the standard based on: 
• the information in your HESP, and 
•  the discussion shared and evidence shown 

at the registration visit. 
To ensure consistency and fairness, 
Registration Officers use a guide to decide 
on the overall assessment of the Standard. 
There are three possible outcomes: Meeting 
Standard, Not Meeting Standard, and Working 
Towards Standard. 

Meeting Standard

•  A suitable and relevant home education 
program is being delivered and the child is 
engaging with the program. 

•  The resources, activities and learning 
opportunities encompass a range of 
subjects and skills which are relevant to 
the needs and interests of the child and 
the style of the program.
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•  There is enough evidence presented for 
the Registration Officer to recommend 
registration approval.

Working Towards Standard

One or more of the following:

•  The style and/or methods are still 
developing.

•  The program lacks direction or relevance 
to the child.

•  The child is not engaging with the program.
•  The home educator shows a lack of 

understanding of how to design, deliver 
and evaluate a suitable program.

•  The home educator is not checking the 
effectiveness of the program and/or the 
child’s progress.

•  There is not enough evidence presented 
for the Registration Officer to recommend 
registration approval.

Not Meeting Standard

•  There is no evidence that the home 
educator is trying to deliver a program. 

•  There is a lack of interest and/or capacity 
to deliver a program.

6. Assessment not Judgement

It is important to note that:

•  Registration Officers do not make 
judgements about your chosen style and 
methods of home education or your 
child’s skills or ability in any given area. 
Registration Officers assess the capacity of 
your home education program to identify 
and cater for their learning needs.

•  Registration Officers are not educational 
consultants. The responsibility for the 
design of the program lies with you as the 
home educator.

•  Receiving a Working Towards Standard or 
Not Meeting Standard does not mean that 
your registration will not be approved. 
In the case of Working Towards Standard 
or Not Meeting Standard, the Registration 
Officer will work with you to support the 
development of your program to meet 
the needs of your child. Your Registration 
Officer may suggest a follow up visit 
or support phone call to discuss your 
program further and to offer support. 
In some circumstances, the Registrar 
may request a further visit by another 
Registration Officer. 
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An approved home education program is to provide for the education 
of the relevant child in matters relating to safety, health and wellbeing.
SCHEDULE 1 – STANDARDS FOR APPROVED HOME EDUCATION PROGRAMS

EDUCATION REGULATIONS 2017

Wellbeing

1. What does this mean? 

This standard is about providing age-appropriate 
education to your child, within your family’s 
values, about how to care for themselves. You 
may choose to cover subjects like stranger 
danger, cyber safety, fire safety, water safety, 
personal care, nutrition, or reproductive health 
and development. 

This Standard is NOT to be interpreted as relating 
to lifestyle, parenting, housekeeping or childrearing 
choices of the registered home educator. 

There are many different areas within this 
Standard and it is not expected that you 
would use a particular program or resource. 
You are not expected to cover everything in 
every HESP and there are some areas which 
are more relevant to certain age groups. For 
many families, much learning occurs through 
discussion and modelling during activities like 
cooking, going on walks, and learning life skills 
such as lighting fires. 

This Standard can be interpreted broadly. 
To some, wellbeing is a wholistic concept 
which joins the dots throughout the HESP. 
Good wellbeing is generally necessary for 
successful ongoing learning and what is taught 
or covered in other standards is underpinned 
by good wellbeing practices. An awareness of 
where wellbeing naturally plays into learning 
experiences and where wellbeing can be 
included/taught within other standards and 
individual subjects is useful.

Some definitions of wellbeing are important to 
give a clear understanding of what wellbeing is 
and helps us when we look at the big picture 
of the home education program. 

The All-Tasmanian Government School Student 
2020 Student Wellbeing Survey identified six key 
areas of wellbeing: (https://www.education.
tas.gov.au/about-us/projects/child-student-
wellbeing/student-wellbeing-survey-3/):

•  feeling loved and safe 
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•  being healthy (relates to emotions, 
emotional regulation, physical health, body 
image)

•  having access to material basics (nutrition, 
sleep, music and arts, sports, organised 
activities)

•  learning (displaying engagement, 
perseverance, and confidence)

•  participating (at home, friendships, 
resilience, motivation, future/goal planning, 
confidence to achieve goals)

•  having a positive sense of culture 
and identity (at school, with peers, 
performance goals and expectations, 
future).

What is Wellbeing?

5waystowellbeing.org.au/about-wellbeing/

The World Health Organisation (WHO) 
describes ‘wellbeing’ as a “resource for healthy 
living” and “positive state of health” that is 
“more than the absence of an illness” and 
enables us to function well: psychologically, 
physically, emotionally, and socially. In other 
words, wellbeing is described as “enabling 
people to develop their potential, work 
productively and creatively, form positive 
relationships with others and meaningfully 
contribute to the community”.

2. What kind of information do I 
need to provide in my HESP?

Your HESP should include enough information 
for your Registration Officer to understand 
your program. 

New applications

Your HESP should provide information 
under the Plan heading showing how you 
will educate your child to care for their own 
health and wellbeing and what resources (if 
any) you will use. You should write about 
topics you intend to cover, and give a general 
plan of how you will do this. For example, 
enrolment in specific courses or groups, one-
to-one chats/teaching discussions, ongoing or 
one-off teaching. 

Renewing applications

Your HESP should provide a Summary 
or reflection of the last year’s learning and 
achievement, an Evaluation of your child’s 
progress, and a Plan for the coming year, 
showing how your evaluation has informed the 
future program. 

Include titles of books, texts, programs, 
courses, activities, workbooks and levels 
where applicable. 

You can talk about things like:

•  how the methods and resources you have 
used have suited your child’s needs 

•  strengths and/or challenges your child has 
experienced over the past year

•  any changes that you may have made  
(and why)

•  your observations of their progress and 
development. 
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Examples of what you can write about in this 
Standard include:

•  volunteer work – charitable work is a 
way of being more outward focussed and 
contributing to the community. Giving and 
supporting those who are less fortunate 
is an important way of building one’s 
own wellbeing and learning to be part 
of a team. Some examples could include 
helping at local community centres, 
working in Op Shops, Meals on Wheels, 
animal refuges or rescue, recycling 
initiatives, etc. 

• gardening and cooking 
• sports and health and fitness activities
•  stranger danger – online resources or 

conversation as the need arises
•  cyber safety – this may include the use 

of online resources and/or discussion 
as the child interacts in online gaming 
communities, social media, or online 
programs 

•  fire safety – this may be discussion based 
or use online resources, workshops, and 
practical activities. Home educators have 
had access to the Tasmanian Fire Service 
programs for children in the past. Learning 
can include developing your own escape 
plan and emergency kit, particularly in 
bushfire season. Many enjoyable activities 
and learning can be based around 
camping, cooking over fires and bonfires. 
The Tasmania Fire Service give details of 
brigades where children (10-17) can get 
involved. 

•  water safety – this may include structured 
learn to swim programs or may be based 
on discussion, practical and experiential 
learning. Home educators may access 
swimming programs in the community 
and children can also learn about this in 
outdoor activities at the beach, dams, 
local rivers and lakes, or backyard pools. 

•  personal care – this includes learning 
about healthy mindsets, spirituality, and 
activities to encourage positive wellbeing. 
Examples may include yoga, meditation, 
and mindfulness activities. Often home 
educators use a study of the human body 
for children to learn about how to care 
for themselves.

•  first aid – this may be through structured 
resources, workshops, and online 
materials or through discussion and 
practical learning 

•  nutrition – cooking, meal preparation and 
baking are all ways for children to learn 
about healthy eating. Some children like to 
make their own recipe book as they make 
favourite foods and there are many online 
programs as well as books which explain 
cooking skills for children. 

•  reproductive health and development – 
within the family’s own values and at age-
appropriate levels. 

There is no requirement to follow the 
Australian Curriculum or any other 
curriculum.

3. What kind of information do I need 
to provide at my registration visit?

During the visit, your Registration Officer will:

•  discuss the information you have provided 
in your HESP

•  view evidence of your child’s engagement 
in learning about topics relating to 
wellbeing. 

This Standard may be interpreted broadly, and 
the visit may incorporate discussions, physical 
evidence, or both.

Your Registration Officer will be interested in 
seeing and discussing things like:

•  certificates, photographs, journals, 
discussion logs or other physical evidence. 
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In the case of an ongoing activity from the 
previous year, the Registration Officer may 
enquire about your child’s progress and 
how this is being assessed, for example, 
swimming lessons. 

•  sport and exercise (self-directed, groups, 
outdoor, park play, camping, etc.)

•  safety courses, discussions, resources, 
practical application

• articles and discussions on topical issues 
• cooking (includes safety and hygiene)
•  gardening activities (may include using 

tools or driving outdoor vehicles, handling 
chemicals, safety)

•  construction/building activities including 
use of tools and Personal Protective 
Equipment

• financial education 
• charitable pursuits/support/sponsorship
•  mindfulness/emotional regulation/resilience 

training/growth mindset
•  pets and animals (e.g. training, 

responsibility, horse-riding, safety)
• life-skills deliberately taught
•  professional services (e.g. psychology, 

occupational therapy)
• volunteer activities
• youth organisations
•  character studies or religious devotions 

taught as part of the program 
• preparation for driver’s licence (car/boat)
Your Registration Officer recognises that 
discussion in this standard may include some 
personal and/or sensitive information that you  
may not wish to have recorded in the report.  
If something is mentioned at the visit but not 
in the HESP and seems a personal/sensitive 
topic, please note this with your Registration 
Officer. 

NOTE: This information is intended 
as a guide only and you do not have to 
include everything noted here. Every 
home education program is unique. 
What Registration Officers look for in 
the HESP and at the visit can vary from 
one program to the next, depending on 
the Pedagogy for that program and the 
specific needs of the child. 

4. What kind of information is 
included in the registration report?

Through the registration report, the 
Registration Officer:

•  confirms, updates and/or elaborates on 
the information you have provided in your 
HESP, informing the Registrar about what 
was discussed and sighted at the visit

•  writes about any new information, or any 
progress or changes to your program that 
are not already described in your HESP

•  writes about suggestions or 
recommendations concerning the 
development of your program, that were 
discussed at the visit.

5. How is the overall assessment 
of the Standard determined?

The Office of the Education Registrar 
understands that every family, child, and 
program is unique. 

The Registration Officer decides the overall 
assessment for the standard based on 

• the information in your HESP, and 

•  the discussion shared and evidence shown 
at the registration visit. 

If there is not enough evidence available for 
the Registration Officer to view, you may be 
asked to supply more evidence after the visit. 
This is to help the Registration Officer decide 
on the overall assessment of the program.
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To ensure consistency and fairness, 
Registration Officers use the following guide 
to decide on the overall assessment of the 
Standard. There are three possible outcomes: 
Meeting Standard, Not Meeting Standard, and 
Working Towards Standard. 

Meeting Standard

•  A suitable and relevant home education 
program is being delivered and the child is 
engaging with the program. 

•  The resources, activities and learning 
opportunities encompass a range of topics 
which are relevant to the needs and 
interests of the child and the style of the 
program.

•  The home educator intentionally 
addresses topics relating to wellbeing as 
part of the program.

•  There is enough evidence presented for 
the Registration Officer to recommend 
registration approval.

Working Towards Standard

One or more of the following:

•  The program is still developing, i.e., 
activities lack breadth, resources and/or 
style of delivery may still be developing. 

•  Plans or resources are listed but there is 
no evidence of action. The child may not 
be engaging with the methods, or the 
choice of topics.

•  The home educator shows a lack of 
understanding about how to design, 
deliver and evaluate a suitable program.

•  The child is not engaging with the 
program due to a wellbeing issue. Mental 
health issues, lack of ownership in 
program, inappropriate pedagogy or lack 
of goal setting may be contributing to lack 
of engagement by the child.

•  There is not enough evidence presented 
for the Registration Officer to 
recommend registration approval.
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Not Meeting Standard

•  There is no evidence that the home 
educator is trying to deliver a program. 

•  There is a lack of interest and/or capacity 
to deliver a program.

6. Assessment not Judgement

It is important to note that:

•  Registration Officers do not make 
judgements about your child’s abilities, 
they assess the capacity of your home 
education program to identify and cater 
for their learning needs.

•  Registration Officers are not educational 
consultants. The responsibility for the 
design of the program lies with you as the 
home educator.

•  Receiving a Working Towards Standard or  
Not Meeting Standard does not mean that 
your registration will not be approved. 
In the case of Working Towards Standard 
or Not Meeting Standard, the Registration 
Officer will work with you to support the 
development of your program to meet 
the needs of your child. Your Registration 
Officer may suggest a follow up visit or 
support phone call in three to six months 
to discuss your program further and to 
offer support. In some circumstances, the 
Registrar may request a further visit by 
another Registration Officer. 

Office of the Education Registrar  |  UNDERSTANDING THE STANDARDS34



An approved home education program is to: ensure that the relevant 
child is provided with opportunities to form and maintain friendships 
respectful relationships and communication with his or her immediate 
and other communities for a wide range of purposes; and specify how 
those opportunities will occur.
SCHEDULE 1 – STANDARDS FOR APPROVED HOME EDUCATION PROGRAMS 

EDUCATION REGULATIONS 2017

Interpersonal Skills

1. What does this mean?

It is important for the social development of a 
child that they have opportunities to interact with 
a range of people. This can happen organically 
through everyday life in interactions with family, 
shop keepers, neighbours, friends, other children, 
etc, as well as through planned activities with 
other home educators or going to a club.  

This Standard asks you to think about how 
you will provide your child with regular 
opportunities for social interaction. This 
may include your family, peer group, home 
education networks, community groups or 
organisations, clubs, classes, or excursions and 
will be determined by the individual needs of 
your child. 

What opportunities will your child have for 
social interaction with a range of people?  
This may include extracurricular activities such 
as dance, language or art classes and sporting 
activities, either as part of their regular 

program or incidental to it. These activities do 
NOT need to be provided by the parent or at 
the home of the child.    

The Standard asks you to provide 
opportunities for your child to learn 
interpersonal skills through social interaction 
– however, children respond differently to 
various situations, and it may take several 
attempts before finding an opportunity in 
which a child can learn and thrive. Your 
registration is not affected if your child is not 
initially interested or engaged in the particular 
opportunity being offered. However, we 
would be looking for further opportunities to 
be offered. 

There is no requirement to follow the 
Australian Curriculum or any other 
curriculum.
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2. What kind of information do I 
need to provide in my HESP?

Your HESP should include enough information 
for your Registration Officer to understand 
your program. 

New applications

Your HESP should provide information under 
the Plan heading describing:

•  the opportunities your child will have for 
social interaction with a range of people 

•  any goals that you have for your child’s 
development in this area.

Renewing applications 

Your HESP should provide a Summary of  
the opportunities you have provided for your  
child since your last HESP, and a Plan for the  
coming year. 

Examples of things you can talk about in this 
Standard include:

•  family and extended family interaction, 
short trips/holidays to other places or 
extended family travel 

•  friends already made through previous 
school enrolment or the neighbourhood, 
or recently made through church, sports 
groups, Scouts/Guides/Boys or Girls 
Brigade, volunteering, visits to nursing 
homes, special interest groups such as 
chess, drama, music, art, dance, lapidary, 
animal care and/or breeding, etc. 

•  home educating families and networks, 
excursions to places of interest

•  casual interaction through trips to the 
library, shops, hairdressers, doctors, 
dentists, camping, playgrounds, beaches, 
bushwalks 

•  online communication – e.g., gaming with 
friends/others, social media,  
Kids Messenger, texting friends 

• older children may have casual work

3. What kind of information do I need 
to provide at my registration visit?

During the visit, your Registration Officer will:
•  appreciate having some interaction with 

your child. Your child may show samples 
of their work, or their garden outside, or 
any projects they are working on or have 
completed. If your child wishes to show 
the Registration Officer any of their 
project work or interests that are in 
other parts of the house or garden, 
please ensure you go with them. 

•  be interested in seeing any photos or  
journal entries of social activities and may  
ask questions about what has worked and 
what hasn’t. 

Registration Officers can provide contact 
details and information about various home 
education networks in the area and can suggest 
which groups may be suitable for your family. 
In the southern part of Tasmania, there is an 
email list which provides information about 
any group excursions or activities arranged by 
home educators for their families. Sometimes 
Registration Officers can contact other home 
educating families who live in your area to see 
if they are interested in being put in contact 
with your family. If so, the Registration Officer 
will check that both families are happy for 
contact details to be shared with each other 
and then you can take it from there. 

NOTE: This information is intended as a 
guide only and you do not have to include 
everything noted here. Every home education 
program is unique. What Registration 
Officers look for in the HESP and at the 
visit can vary from one program to the next, 
depending on the Pedagogy for that program 
and the specific needs of the child. 
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4. What kind of information is 
included in the registration report?

Through the registration report, the 
Registration Officer:

•  confirms, updates and/or elaborates on 
the information you have provided in your 
HESP, informing the Registrar about what 
was discussed and sighted at the visit

•  writes about any new information, or any 
progress or changes to your program that 
are not already described in your HESP

•  writes about suggestions or 
recommendations concerning the 
development of your program, that were 
discussed at the visit.

5. How is the overall assessment 
of the Standard determined?

The Office of the Education Registrar 
understands that every family, child, and 
program is unique. 

The Registration Officer decides the overall 
assessment for the standard based on: 
• the information in your HESP, and 

•  the discussion shared and evidence  
shown at the registration visit. 

If there is not enough evidence available for 
the Registration Officer to view, you may be 
asked to provide additional evidence after the 
visit. This is to help the Registration Officer 
decide on the overall assessment of the 
program. 

To ensure consistency and fairness, 
Registration Officers use the following guide 
to decide on the overall assessment of the 
Standard. There are three possible outcomes: 
Meeting Standard, Not Meeting Standard, and 
Working Towards Standard. 
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Meeting Standard

•  The home educator is providing 
appropriate and sufficient opportunities 
for the child to develop interpersonal skills 
which meet the child’s needs. 

•  There is variety in the opportunities 
being offered so as to provide various 
interactions with people of different ages.

Working Towards Standard

•  The home educator has endeavoured to 
find opportunities for the child to develop 
their interpersonal skills, but the child 
was not interested and has refused to 
participate any further in those particular 
opportunities. However, the home 
educator continues to search for other 
opportunities and is interested in any 
suggestions provided by the Registration 
Officer. 

•  The home educator has focussed on other 
areas of the home education program 
and has yet to institute social activities 
for further development of interpersonal 
skills. However, it is their intention to find 
appropriate opportunities throughout the 
year. 

Not Meeting Standard

•  The home educator is not offering any 
social opportunities for their child/ren 
and is not interested in finding such 
opportunities. 

•  The child is not progressing in developing 
their interpersonal skills. 

6. Assessment not Judgement

It is important to note that:

•  In the case of Working Towards the 
Standard, the Registration Officer will 
discuss their thoughts with you and may 
suggest a few courses of action during 
the visit. Suggestions may be provided 
to help you with program development, 
but these are suggestions only and should 
not be considered as endorsements by 
or requirements of the Office of the 
Education Registrar. 

•  The role of the Registration Officer is 
not that of an educational consultant. 
The responsibility for the design of the 
program lies with you, the home educator. 

•  A support phone call or visit may be 
recommended by the Registration 
Officer or the Registrar to follow up on 
the development of your program and 
provide further help if necessary. In some 
circumstances, the Registrar may request 
a further visit by another Registration 
Officer. 

Additional considerations

Where a child suffers social anxiety, there may 
be little interpersonal interaction. In this case, 
the Registration Officer may ask about what 
sort of professional supports your child has 
to address their needs and what sort of plan 
is in place to support your child in interacting 
with others. The goals you have for your 
child’s development of social skills will help the 
Registration Officer to determine whether the 
opportunities being provided are sufficient.

In the case of Not Meeting the Standard, 
Registration Officers may consider discussing 
any concerns with the Senior Registration 
Officer, Assistant Registrar or Registrar. 
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If the child has attained the age of 13 years, an approved home 
education program is to specify how the relevant child will be 
supported to plan future pathways in education, training or 
employment to ensure he or she develops to his or her full potential.
SCHEDULE 1 – STANDARDS FOR APPROVED HOME EDUCATION PROGRAMS 

EDUCATION REGULATION 2017

Future Directions

1. What does this mean?

The purpose of this Standard is to encourage you 
to assist your child to think about and plan for 
their future.     

Examples include conversations and 
discussions, observations of your child’s 
strengths and providing suitable material to 
extend and enhance their interests.

Learning activities may include work 
experience, part-time employment, 
attending career expos, starting their own 
small business, receiving career counselling, 
undertaking units of study through TasTAFE, 
Open University or similar options, reading 
biographies of people working in fields of 
interest, or interviewing friends and relatives 
about their work. 

There are opportunities to undertake  
School-based Apprenticeships or 
Apprenticeships/Traineeships in Grades 10-12 
(Grade 9 with permission from the Tasmanian 
Traineeships and Apprenticeships Committee 
(TTAC)) – please contact the OER or a 
Registration Officer to discuss this further. 

There is no requirement to follow the 
Australian Curriculum or any other 
curriculum. 
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2. What kind of information do I 
need to provide in my HESP?

Your HESP should include enough information 
for your Registration Officer to understand 
your program. 

New applications

Your HESP should provide information under 
the Plan heading describing the opportunities 
your teenager will have to explore future 
pathways for study or work.

Renewing applications

Your HESP should provide a Summary of 
the opportunities you have provided for your 
teenager to explore future pathways for study 
or work since your last HESP and a Plan for 
the coming year. 
Examples of areas you may explore and 
opportunities that you can include in your 
HESP under this Standard include:
•  discussions about your child’s future 

direction – what are their thoughts? 
•  observation of your child’s areas of 

interest, or what sparks their imagination 
and thirst for learning

•  thoughts about a pathway plan through to 
the end of Year 12 or Year 10 

•  exploration of a part-time enrolment 
at school/college as part of the home 
education program – this could allow 
your child to investigate different areas 
of interest, whether it be Drama, Art, 
Music, Science, History, Physical Education, 
Languages, English or Maths 

•  involvement in family activities which 
can provide valuable opportunities for 
learning skills of cooperation, reliability, 
and teachability; working in a team; and 
completing less enjoyable tasks well

•  the use of board games as an excellent 
way of teaching the skills of strategy, 
problem solving, collaboration with other 
players, coping with competition, and 
following the rules

•  an understanding of your child’s passions 
and interests with study and research 
opportunities relating to their interests. 
This could include outside mentors, 
tutors, classes, groups, tools, Eisteddfods, 
competitions, examinations, etc., or 
merely exploration that is facilitated and 
supported by you to allow your child to 
develop higher level skills in their interest 
area (online research, YouTube teaching, 
opportunities to practice their interest, 
e.g., photography).

•  resume and application letter writing, 
interview skills, etc. (is your child intending 
to seek casual work or are they already 
working casually)

•  entrepreneurial business skills (market 
stalls, online sales, etc.) or helping you 
with your own business ventures

•  use of workbooks specifically aimed 
at developing work-ready literacy and 
numeracy skills

•  higher level learning such as the teaching 
of skills like research, academic writing, 
public speaking 

•  other ‘adult’ skills/qualifications such as 
working towards a driver’s licence (or 
other licenses), or experience filling out 
official forms

•  training with an organisation that will lead 
to employability skills (such as wildlife 
care, gymnastic coaching, music exams). 
Involvement with youth organisations 
that support their interests and provide 
experiences and opportunities for 
development. Many youth organisations 
teach leadership skills and other specific 
skills.
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•  volunteering activities and work 
experience in interest area

•  other experiences such as working 
towards the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award (ages 14-24) or child exchange 
opportunities. 

You may have your own business whereby 
your children can “learn the ropes” of having a 
business. You may have friends who are willing 
to take your child under their wing in their 
business. Part-time work can be a way of your 
child learning about being employed in any job 
and may help to clarify their direction. 

Often colleges have taster days to showcase 
their educational programs and, if you decide 
to send your child to college either fulltime or 
part-time, a course counsellor is available for 
discussion. 
Likewise, the University of Tasmania and 
TasTAFE run Open Days, involving exploration 
of campuses, hearing about courses, pathways, 
and scholarships, as well as hands-on activities, 
food, live music and more. 

3. What kind of information do I need 
to provide at my registration visit?

The Registration Officer:

•  may ask your child if they know what 
career or employment they would like 
to pursue, or they may ask if you and 
your child have identified strengths 
and interests which may lead to future 
directions

•  will discuss the information provided in 
your HESP

•  may discuss the value of home education 
in the high school years because it 
provides time and opportunity for a child 
to explore their interests meaningfully 
and to experience the options available to 
them as deeply as the child wants, before 
committing to a set career pathway. 

You may ask for suggestions to further 
explore or seek resources to support your 
child’s interest, such as Australian School-
based Apprenticeships (ASbA), work 
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placement (experience) forms, and part-time 
school enrolment options. If it is relevant for 
your child, you can ask for information about 
university enrolment options.

Sometimes parents may comment that 
their child is too young to consider future 
directions, or that they do not wish to 
commit him/her to something that may 
change. Your Registration Officer can discuss 
the intention behind the Standard and help 
you to identify areas where the Standard is 
already being addressed within your program 
or recommend ways that you could meet this 
Standard in the future in keeping with your 
family’s philosophy.

NOTE: This information is intended 
as a guide only and you do not have to 
include everything noted here. Every 
home education program is unique. 
What Registration Officers look for in 
the HESP and at the visit can vary from 
one program to the next, depending on 
the Pedagogy for that program and the 
specific needs of the child. 

4. What kind of information is 
included in the registration report?

Through the registration report, the 
Registration Officer:

•  confirms, updates and/or elaborates on 
the information you have provided in your 
HESP, informing the Registrar about what 
was discussed and sighted at the visit 

•  writes about any new information, or any 
progress or changes to your program that 
are not already described in your HESP

•  writes about suggestions or 
recommendations concerning the 
development of your program, that were 
discussed at the visit.

5. How is the overall assessment 
of the Standard determined?

The Office of the Education Registrar 
understands that every family, child, and 
program is unique. 

The Registration Officer decides the overall 
assessment for the standard based on: 

• the information in your HESP, and 

•  the discussion shared and evidence shown 
at the registration visit. 

If there is not enough evidence available for 
the Registration Officer to view, you may be 
asked to supply more evidence after the visit. 
This is to help the Registration Officer decide 
on the overall assessment of the program. 

To ensure consistency and fairness, 
Registration Officers use the following guide 
to decide on the overall assessment of the 
Standard. There are three possible outcomes: 
Meeting Standard, Not Meeting Standard, and 
Working Towards Standard. 

Meeting Standard

•  The home educator can show that 
the provided resources and learning 
opportunities show that topics relating 
to Future Directions are an intrinsic and 
ongoing part of the whole program.

•  The home educator has discussed Future 
Directions with their child, has a good 
idea of where they are heading and has 
found or knows where to find resources 
to help their child explore their future 
options. 

•  The home educator shows an awareness 
of the child’s needs, suitable resources, 
and intentionally addresses topics relating 
to Future Directions as part of the 
program.
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•  There is enough evidence presented for 
the Registration Officer to recommend 
registration approval.

Working Towards Standard

One or more of the following:

•  The home educator is unsure of how to 
help their child but has discussed interests 
or observed strengths which can direct 
career possibilities. Parent and child are 
receptive to help and interested in finding 
information to help decision making. 

•  The program is still developing, i.e., 
activities lack breadth, resources and/or 
style of delivery may not yet be settled 
upon or in place. 

•  Plans or resources are listed but there is 
no evidence of action. The child may not 
be engaging with the methods, or the 
choice of topics, or the pedagogy is not 
right for the child. 

•  The home educator shows a lack of 
understanding about how to design, 
deliver and evaluate a suitable program 
but is receptive to suggestions from the  
Registration Officer.

•  The child is not engaging with the 
program due to a wellbeing issue. Mental 
health issues, lack of ownership in 
program, inappropriate pedagogy or lack 
of goal setting may be contributing to lack 
of engagement by the child. 

•  Evidence presented is not sufficient for 
the Registration Officer to recommend 
registration approval.

Not Meeting Standard

•  The home educator is not aware of 
Future Directions for their child and is not 
interested in pursuing help or information 
to help them. The child is not engaged in 
learning how to find a career. 

6. Assessment not Judgement

It is important to note that:

•  Registration Officers do not make 
judgements about your child’s abilities – 
they assess the capacity of your home 
education program to identify and cater 
for their learning needs.

•  Registration Officers are not educational 
consultants. The responsibility for the 
design of the program lies with you as the 
home educator.

•  Receiving a Working Towards Standard or 
Not Meeting Standard does not mean that 
your registration will not be approved. 
If this Standard is assessed as Working 
Towards Standard or Not Meeting Standard, 
the Registration Officer will work with 
you to support the development of your 
program to meet the needs of your child. 
Your Registration Officer may suggest 
a follow up visit or support phone call 
in three to six months to discuss your 
program further and to offer more 
support. In some circumstances, the 
Registrar may request a further visit by 
another Registration Officer. 
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An approved home education program is to specify how the relevant 
child’s progress under the program is to be evaluated.
SCHEDULE 1 – STANDARDS FOR APPROVED HOME EDUCATION PROGRAMS

EDUCATION REGULATION 2017

Evaluation

1. What does this mean?

Consistent evaluation of your child’s progress 
allows you to assess your child’s understanding 
and engagement as well as your own role as 
educator. You may often find that you need 
to modify your expectations or change your 
pedagogy to fully accommodate the specific 
needs or interests of your child. 

It is expected that progress is seen over time 
depending on your child’s ability, health, life 
events and aptitude. 

By its nature, this Standard is both backward 
and forward looking. You should describe your 
ongoing evaluation processes and how, if at all, 
you change or refine those processes.

This Standard is about the methods you 
will use to track your child’s progress and 
respond to their changing needs. Reflecting on 

strengths and challenges and making changes 
to your program throughout the year, shows 
evaluation in action. It is important to use 
strategies and methods that work for you and 
your family, so they are easy to maintain.

Commonly used methods of evaluation 
include:

•  progress through levelled resources and/
or curriculum aligned workbooks and 
programs

•  diagnostic and review tests, and/or 
progressive data from online programs 
(progress emails, dashboards)

•  marking and reflecting on completed 
work/projects/activities

•  formal tests, grading, and competitions 
(e.g., NAPLAN, music, sports, dance, 
martial arts)
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• observation, discussion, and narration

•  feedback from tutors, teachers, trainers 
and/or specialists

•  HESP writing which can also be a useful 
evaluative tool for reflection and review 
and identification of needs and interests 
for the coming year.

Record keeping is fundamental to effective 
evaluation. Records provide you with the 
information needed to build the bigger picture 
of your child’s learning and engagement with 
the program over time.

Commonly used record keeping methods 
include:

•  diaries/journals – some people like to 
write things down and include all sorts 
of information in their diaries, from daily 
activities and work completed, to plans for 
the coming year which are ticked off as 
they are completed. It is not necessary to 
record everything your child does unless 
you want to. Some home educators 
only record those activities which do not 
leave a tangible item of evidence, such 
as baking and cooking, letter-writing, art/
craft given away as gifts, models, science 
experiments, excursions, or appointments. 
Some people record their reflections of 
the day, week, or term along with a note 
of what they have changed to meet their 
child’s needs. Encourage your child to 
keep a journal of daily or weekly activities 
and their reflections on their progress  
(if they are old enough). 

•  logs (reading, viewing, research, 
discussions, etc.)

•  portfolios/photographs of dated work 
samples (on which you can write 
comments or grades), certificates, etc. 

•  digital journal/record keeping programs 
(e.g. KeptMe, Evernote, OneNote, 
SeeSaw, etc.)

•  display folders or slide shows of 
photographs, with your child supplying 
captions or comments, such as a 
PowerPoint presentation, or in photo 
books 

•  school reports/communication books/
discussions with teachers (for part time 
enrolments) – include how you evaluate 
the effectiveness of this enrolment as part 
of your program. 

2. What kind of information do I 
need to provide in my HESP? 

Summary:

As you would have written about your 
child’s progress over the year in the relevant 
Standards (Literacy, Numeracy, Range of 
Learning Areas, Wellbeing) throughout your 
HESP, you can simply give an evaluative 
overview of your whole program.

New Applications and Plans:

Your HESP should have enough information 
for your Registration Officer to understand 
how you plan to evaluate your program and 
check your child’s progress. Your HESP should 
explain the methods you will use to record 
and reflect on your child’s overall learning and 
experiences and how you will change your 
program (if necessary) in response to your 
child’s needs.

Your HESP should include details about how 
you will track and record information such as: 

•  whether your program suits your  
child’s needs 

•  any strengths and/or challenges your  
child experiences 

• your child’s progress and development. 

It will be much easier to write your next 
HESP if you have recorded and evaluated your 
program as the year progresses rather than 
trying to remember. 
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3. What kind of information do I need 
to provide at my registration visit?

During the visit, your Registration Officer will:

•  discuss the information you have provided 
in your HESP

•  view evidence of your child’s engagement 
with the program

• view evidence of your evaluation methods.

Evidence may be in the form of:

•  notes and feedback on written work and/
or workbooks

•  dashboard records, certificates and/or 
reports from online programs

• photographs, screenshots, and videos

•  journal entries, viewing logs, research logs 
and discussion logs.

4. What kind of information is 
included in the registration report?

Through the registration report, the 
Registration Officer:

•  confirms or updates the information you 
have provided in your HESP, informing the 
Registrar about what was discussed and 
sighted at the visit

•  writes about any new information, or any 
progress or changes to your program that 
are not already described in your HESP

•  writes about suggestions or 
recommendations concerning the 
development of your program, that were 
discussed at the visit.

5. How is the overall assessment 
of the Standard determined?

The Office of the Education Registrar 
understands that every family, child, and 
program is unique. 

The Registration Officer decides the overall 
assessment for the standard based on: 

• the information in your HESP, and 

•  the discussion shared and evidence shown 
at the registration visit. 

To ensure consistency and fairness, 
Registration Officers use a guide to decide 
on the overall assessment of the Standard. 
There are three possible outcomes: Meeting 
Standard, Not Meeting Standard, and Working 
Towards Standard. 
Meeting Standard

•  Evaluation methods are relevant to the 
pedagogy of the program.

•  Record keeping is consistent and 
thorough.

•  There is enough evidence presented for 
the Registration Officer to recommend 
registration approval.

Working Towards Standard

One or more of the following:

•  Evidence collection/record keeping 
methods are still developing and/or are 
inconsistent or inefficient.

•  The home educator is not checking the 
program and/or the child’s progress.

•  There is not enough evidence presented 
for the Registration Officer to 
recommend registration approval.
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Not Meeting Standard

•  There is no evidence that the home 
educator is trying to evaluate the 
relevance and effectiveness of the 
program or the engagement and progress 
of the child. 

•  There are no records of learning and/or 
the child’s progress throughout the year. 

•  There is a lack of interest and/or capacity 
to evaluate the program and progress of 
the child.

6. Assessment not Judgement

It is important to note that:

•  Registration Officers do not make 
judgements about your chosen style and 
methods of home education or your 
child’s skills or ability in any given area. 
Registration Officers assess the capacity of 
your home education program to identify 
and cater for their learning needs and 
check their progress.

•  Registration Officers are not educational 
consultants. The responsibility for the 
design of the program lies with you as the 
home educator.

•  Receiving a Working Towards Standard or 
Not Meeting Standard does not mean that 
your registration will not be approved. 
If this Standard is assessed as Working 
Towards Standard or Not Meeting Standard, 
the Registration Officer will work with 
you to support the development of your 
program to meet the needs of your child. 
Your Registration Officer may suggest a 
follow up visit or support phone call to 
discuss your program further and to offer 
more support. In some circumstances, the 
Registrar may request a further visit by 
another Registration Officer. 
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